
The Jewels of the South African Seas: Exploring the Marvels of 

Marine Protected Areas 

From Vibrant Corals to Vast Shelves: The Rich Tapestry of South Africa’s Marine Sanctuaries 

 

Did you know there are special places in South Africa where the ocean and its animals are 

protected? These places, known as Marine Protected Areas (MPAs), each hold a unique story 

and purpose.  

The uThukela Banks MPA, only 4 years old, shelters various animals like corals, seahorses, 

and fish, of which some are endangered. Extending parallel to Durban and Richards Bay in 

KwaZulu-Natal, this expansive area plays a crucial role in safeguarding these vulnerable 

species. Along the West Coast, the Langebaan Lagoon MPA, established in 1973, is 

characterized by shallow waters within a 3 km-wide lagoon and is home to diverse plants, 

animals, and migratory birds seeking sanctuary.  

Malgas Island MPA, it serves as a refuge for seals, pivotal in maintaining the ocean's food 

chain while providing nesting grounds for rare bird species, impressively hosting over 2000 

breeding Cape gannet pairs. Transitioning to the Orange Shelf Edge MPA, situated near Port 

Nolloth, is an untrawled ocean zone, preserving critical feeding areas for albatrosses and 

pelagic sharks, supporting food security and jobs through hake fishery protection.  

Lastly, the Agulhas Bank Complex MPA, where warm and cold waters converge creating a 

unique environment which strives to protect numerous bottom-dwelling fish species, ensuring 

both ecological balance and sustainable fishing practices, notably protecting endangered 

species like the Red Steenbras.  

These MPAs play integral roles in preserving marine biodiversity and ensuring the health and 

sustainability of ocean ecosystems in South Africa. 

 

 

 

 

 


